GOETHE  S   REPUTATION   IN   AMERICA
Germany itself, where the founding of Goethe-Philologie by
Wilhelm Scherer in the seventies and the opening of the Goethe-
Archiv somewhat later were pivotal events?
Numerous translations of Goethe's shorter poems were made
after 1860. But the results were uneven in quality. John Weiss
produced a good version of the West-ostHcher Divan in 1877, and
Paul Carus made acceptable translations of the Xenien (1896).
But the renderings of the whole body of lyrics by Paul Dyrsen
(1878) are so thoroughly bad as to stand out as horrible examples.
One stanza of Heidenroslein will suffice to illustrate the depths to
which translation can sink:
Saw a boy a rosie bright,
In the heath a rosie.
Clad she was with morning light,
He approached and at her sight
Boy was warm and cozy.
In her study of Goethe's Lyric Poems in English Translation after
1860 Stella Hinz gives interesting comparative statistics of the
number of English translations of Goethean lyrics by periods.
Both British and American renderings are included. According
to these statistics, sixty-four Goethean lyrics were essayed in the
forties, sixty-nine in the seventies, and 148 in the eighties.
Since 1910 there has been a steady drop. Among the few later
American translators who have made renderings of some distinc-
tion are Lilian Bayard Taylor Kiliani and Margarete Miinsterberg.
Since the eighties various editions of Goethe's collected works
in English have appeared in the United States. Among them are
the following: Hedge-Noa (Boston, 1882), die so-called Gottin-
gen edition (Philadelphia and Chicago, 1882) Boyesen (Phila-
delphia, 1885), Houghton-Mifflin (Boston, 1885), and the so-
called Weimar edition (Boston, 1902). If these eclectic compila-
tions prove nothing else, they show at least that the publication of
Goethe's works in English must have been commercially profit-
able in the United States during that period.
Ever since the eighties and nineties, when the study of German
in American secondary schools, colleges, and universities became
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